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New Year's Day marks the 185th anniversary of the Marine Band's first
per formance at the White House. President John Adams invited the Band to

play at a reception held at the Executive mansion on January 1, 1801,
thus beginning a tradition which has continued to the present day. 1In
her forthcoming book Music in the White House, Dr. Elise Kizk has
discovered a wealth of information about the Marine Band's early White
House performances. OQur second chief executive and his wife moved into
the danp, chilly "great castle"- as Abagail Adams called the President's
Mansion- in November of 1800. Because only six rooms of the White House
were finished at the time, the firs{ New Year's reception was held in the
Oval Room upstairs and the guests had to climb a make~shift staircase to
greet the President. Due to limited space in the Oval Room, only six to
eight misicians were used on this occasion. Dressed in their scarlet
coats edged with blue, the Band included among their selections "Yankee
Doodle," "My Dog and Gun," "Rural Felicity" and one of the earliest
pieces of music associated with a United States President, "The
President's March" by Philip Phile. Public New Year's Day receptions
v= held regularly at the White House from the time of Jefferson until
-y were discontinued under Herbert Hoover because of the increasing
crowds, but the Marine Band performed at every one. These and many other
fascinating facts were discovered in the course of eleven years of
research conducted by Dr. Kirk in preparation of her book, which will be
published next Spring by the University of Illinois Press. Since that
first White House reception, the Marine Band and Orchestra have given
thousands of performances at the White House. This close association led
Thomas Jefferson to name the Band "The President's Ouwn," 3 title (cont.)
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WHITE HOUSE ANNIVERSARY (continued)

still proudly held by the Marine Band. Today, the Marine Band gives over
200 performances al the White House each year and remains the only band
whose primary mission is to support the President of the United States.
This historic relationship will be celebrated in a special radi

broadcast to be aired over National Public Radio during the week oi
January 1lst. The program is entitled ®Hail to the Chief"- The Marine
Band's 185th White House Amiversary and will highlight music significant
to our nearly two centuries of White House performances. The Marine
Band, Chamber Orchestra and Brass Choir will be featured with very
special appearances by soprano Jessye Norman performing Aaron Copland's
setting of "Simple Gifts" and The President of the United States. Check
your local National Public Radio program listings for broadcast date and
time in your area. Plan to join us! ‘

MARINE BAND CHAMBER MISIC SERIES

The Marine Band will present its annual Chamber Music Series on Sunday
afternoons at 3:00 p.m. during January and February. The concerts are
presented in the beautiful Coolidge Auditorium in the Library of
Congress, at First Street between East Capitol and Independence Avenue,
Southeast in Washington. These programs feature members of the Marine
Band performing a variety of chamber ousic— sclos, sonatas, trios and
mixed ensembles. This marks the sixth year of Marine Band Chamber
Concerts at the Library of Congress. Highlights of the concerts include:

Japuary 5th- Music by Handel, Telemann, Khachaturian, Crusell and
"Le Bal de Beatrice D'Este" by Reynaldo Hahn.

January 12th- Music by Poulenc, McKenzie, Spohr and the famous "Trout"
Quintet by Franz Schubert.

January 19th- Music by Francaix, Damase, Villa-Lobos and the
Concertino for Piano by Leos Janacek.

January 26th- Masic by Debussy, Cahn, Bennett and Joseph Horowitz.

February 2nd- Music by Michael Haydn, Gordon Jaceb, Francaix and
the Horn Quintet in Eb by Mozart.

February 9th- A Special program for brass instruments featuring music
by Betters, Galliard, LoPresti, Stoudt and Richard Harvey.

(continued)



CHAMBER MUSIG SERIES (continued)

February 16th- Masic by Hamilton, Milhaud, Amram and Schuller

February 23rd- A very special concert presentation of William Walton's
"Facade® with guest narrators Renee Chaney of WaMS Radio
and Paul Hume, nationally recognized music critic and
radio personality. :

The public is cordially invited to these free concerts. No tickets or
reservations are required. Street parking is available on Sundays or
ride METRO to the Capitol South Station.

"THE PRESIDENT'S OWN®" MAKES FIRST OVERSEAS VISIT

The U.S. Marine Band, under the direction of Colonel John Bourgeois,
travelled to the Netherlands to present its first—ever overseas concerts
in Rotterdam's prestigious De Doelen Concert Hall November 26th and 27th.
Until this time, the only time the full Marine Band appeared outside U.S.
borders was a 1932 trip to the Canadian National Exposition. On this
trip, "The President's Own" was hosted by the Marine Band of the Royal
Netherlands Navy and performed on stage with the Dutch band during the
third portion of the program. In the first portion of the program, the
Dutch Marine Band performed Handel's Water Masic Suite and Leonard
Bernstein's Divertimento. The U.S. Marine Band followed, taking the
stage to perform Robert Jager's "Esprit de Corps®, the ®Ballo del
granduca® by 16th-century Dutch composer Jan Sweelinck and Antonin
Dvorak's Scherzo Capriccioso. The two bands then combined, the scarlet
jackets of the American musicians interspersed with the black jackets of
the Dutch Marines, forming an ensemble of more than 120 musicians. The
combined portion of the concert was conducted by both Colonel Bourgeois
and Major Jaap Koops, Director of the Dutch Marine Band. Highlights of
‘the combined concert included the theme from "Rocky II", Selections from
iMan of La Mancha®, Paganini's *Perpetual Motion® and Dinicu's "Hora
Staccato.® FEnthusiastic andiences filled the 2,000-seat concert hall for
each performance and demonstrated their admiration for "The President's
Own" by offering standing ovations both nights. Honored guests at the
first performance included Princess Margriet of the Netherlands and
Commandants of both the Dutch and the U.S. Marine Corps. This year marks
the 200th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties with the
Netherlands, the first foreign nation to recognize the U.S.A. as (cont.)



FIRST OVERSEAS VISIT (continued)

an independent nation. Ties between the two groups of Marines began
during the Furopean liberation of World War II. In the late 1970s, the
1j.S. Marine Band performed at an arrival ceremony for the Commandant .
the Dutch Marine Corps when he visited Washington. He was so impressed
with the U.S. Marine Band that he asked the U.S. Conmandant if he could
send his band director, Major Jaap Koops, to observe the American Marine
Bard. Major Koops came to Washington and then invited Colonel Bourgeois
to guest conduct the Dutch band the following year. In 1982, the Dutch
Marine Band toured the United States and performed in joint concert with
the U.S. Marine Band in Washington. It was then that Major Kocps invited
Colonal Bourgeois and the Band to wvisit the Netherlands in 1985 to
perform again in joint concert. Judging from the enthusiastic receptiocn,
this may be the first of many overseas trips by "The President's Own.®

[C0L. ERWIN ELECTED TU THE A.B.A.

Lieutenant Colonel Charles P. Erwin, Assistant Director of the Marine
Band, was elected recently into the prestigious Awerican Bandmsters
Association, an organization which honors distinguished bandmasters,
composers and arrangers of band music. In a career with "The President's
Own® spanning the last 37 years, Erwin has demonstrated that he is both
an outstanding musician and conductor. During his 26 years as a
performing member of the Marine Band, LtCol. Erwin earned the reputation
of being one of the world's finest cornet soloists. And now as a
conductor, which he says is Ptruly an extension of playing the cornet,”
Erwin continues to impart his expertise and talent to the Marine Band and
to countless others. LtCol. Erwin joined the Marine Band cornet section
in May, 1948. Eight years later, he became the Band's solo cornet?.
remining in this position 18 years. He was named Assistant Director
1977. Ceongratulations, LtCol. Erwin!

MAILING LIST? THEY'LYL, RECEIVE OUR BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER, ADVANCE
LISTINGS OF CONCERT FPROGRAMS, FORTHCOMING CONCERT SERIES AND SPECIAL
TRIFS OR TOURS YEAR ROUND. THERE'S NO CHARGE TO BE ADDED TO OUR
"FRIENDS OF THE MARINE BAND"™ MAILING LIST AND IF You'D LIKE TO BE
INCLUDED, PLEASE WRITE TO THE MARINE BAND PUBLIC AFFAIRS CFFICE, MARINE !
BARRACKS, BTH AND EYE STREETS, S5.E. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20320, J
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