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Published for the friends of “The President’s Own” 

March
April

Gerard Schwarz, 
conductor laureate 
of the Seattle 
Symphony, will 
guest conduct 
the Marine Band 
in a special gala 
concert on Monday, 
March 12, at The 
Music Center at 
Strathmore.
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Under the direction of Gerard Schwarz, the Marine Band will perform 
music by some of the 20th century’s greatest American composers on 
March 12, at The Music Center at Strathmore in North Bethesda, Md.

As the Marine Band’s Showcase Series marches into spring, two of Director Col. Michael J. Colburn’s princi-

pal initiatives will be realized in the Gala Concert on Monday, March 12: attracting prominent guest conductors 

and fostering the creation of new music for winds. Not only will celebrated conductor Gerard Schwarz take the 

podium in March, but he will also première an original composition he wrote for the occasion.

A Gala Concert

“I’ve been a fan of Maestro Schwarz’s work for many 
years,” he continued. “I have been especially appreciative of 
his tireless advocacy of American composers. His landmark 
recordings of the music of composers like Walter Piston, 
David Diamond, and William Schuman are treasured items 
in my collection.” 

Schwarz returned the compliment: “The Marine Band’s 
repertoire and performance, both live and recorded, is 
phenomenal,” he said. “The band has the highest level of 
professional wind ensemble playing in the world.” 

Schwarz, a renowned interpreter of 19th century 
German, Austrian, and Russian repertoire, led the Seattle 
Symphony Orchestra for 26 years before stepping down 
as music director in 2011. During his tenure, the orchestra 
amassed a critically acclaimed discography of more than 
140 recordings; created numerous television programs and 
concert broadcasts resulting in two Emmy awards; and made 
strides in music education programs with the Soundbridge 
Seattle Symphony Music Discovery Center. Schwarz’s 
final season in Seattle was emblematic of the conductor’s 
dedication and support for contemporary music, with a total 
of 22 world premières, 18 of which were a part of the Gund/
Simonyi Farewell Commissions, a commissioning initiative 
celebrating his farewell season as music director. Schwarz 
now holds the title of conductor laureate of the Seattle 
Symphony and is the music director of the Eastern Music 
Festival in North Carolina.

Also a talented composer and arranger, Schwarz has in 
recent years expanded his compositional activities. He has 
commissions in process for the Cornell University Wind 
Ensemble in New York and a symphony set to première in 
2012 at the Eastern Music Festival.

A sought-after guest conductor, Schwarz has led many 
acclaimed orchestras worldwide including the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, San Francisco Symphony, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Minnesota Orchestra, Swedish Radio Symphony, 
Berlin Radio Symphony, Bruckner Orchestra, Tokyo 
Philharmonic, Hong Kong Philharmonic, Singapore 
Symphony, Sydney Symphony, Czech Philharmonic, London 
Symphony, Montreal Symphony, and Orchestre Nationale de 
France, to name just a few.

Although his early musical training was on the trumpet, 
which led to a five year stint as co-principal trumpet with 
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BY GUNNERY SGT. KRISTIN MERGEN
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Throughout his tenure, Col. Colburn has brought some of the 
world’s most celebrated conductors to the podium of “The 
President’s Own,” including Leonard Slatkin, Osmo Vänskä, 
José Serebrier, and renowned conductor and film composer 
John Williams. He is also deeply committed to seeking new 
works for the Marine Band, and has been directly involved in 
recent commissions from composers David Rakowski, David 
Chaitkin, Melinda Wagner, Jennifer Higdon, and Michael 
Gandolfi. But Gerard Schwarz is the first guest conductor to 
compose music for his own performance with the United 
States Marine Band.

“When a mutual friend named Lt. Col. Gilbert Mitchell, 
USA, (Ret.), suggested that he thought Maestro Schwarz 
might accept an invitation to guest conduct ‘The President’s 
Own,’ I jumped at the opportunity,” Col. Colburn said.

Image credit: Jim Morris



www.marineband.usmc.mil

WHITE HOUSE HIGHLIGHTS

Recent appearances by “The President’s Own” at the 
White House include:

•	 Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Opening Reception

•	 Presidential Citizens Medal Presentation

•	 National Medals of Science and the National Medals 
of Technology and Innovation 

•	 President’s Council on Art and Humanities  
Youth Event

•	 Veterans Day Breakfast

•	 “In Performance at the White House”  
Country Music Reception

•	 Thanksgiving Dinner

•	 White House Christmas Tree Arrival

•	 Kennedy Center Honors Reception

•	 White House Congressional Holiday Ball

OPERA continued on page 5

YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONCERT 2012: 
OPERATION OPERA
By Gunnery Sgt. Kristin Mergen

An interview with Maj. Jason K. Fettig, and vocalists Gunnery 
Sgt. Kevin Bennear and Staff Sgt. Sara Dell’Omo

For many people, the mere mention of the word “opera” 
conjures up images of robust ladies belting out notes 
that are high enough to make glasses (and eardrums) 
shatter. Whether you are eight years old or 88, if you’ve 
ever wondered what was so special about opera, this is the 
concert for you. Assistant Director Maj. Jason K. Fettig will 
use this performance to dispel the myths, stereotypes, and 
mysteries of this unique expression of music and drama.

Q: What inspired this year’s theme?

FETTIG: A few years ago, Kevin and Sara gave a fantastic 
performance of several famous opera arias and duets with 
Col. Colburn and the chamber orchestra. The format was 
so successful that I thought it could also work in the form 
of a young people’s concert. Opera is a very exciting genre 
of classical music, but also a mysterious and somewhat 
intimidating one to many people, so it seemed like a great 
theme for this year’s performance. 

Q: What is the general concept? 

FETTIG: The concept of the program is to disarm the mysteries 
of opera, including the difficulties of the language barrier 
in many operas and the unusual concept of telling a story 
entirely through singing. The idea is that you don’t need 
to speak Italian or German to be able to appreciate what’s 
happening in opera. After all, music is the international 
language!

BENNEAR: The goal is to make opera a relevant art form to kids 
of all ages. It expresses all the emotions we experience in 
our own lives and can be very powerful as an artistic outlet 
to anyone. It’s more than just ladies singing in pointy hats 
and fake armor; it’s a combination of singing, acting, and 
beautiful orchestral arrangements making lovely, funny, 
awkward, frightening, and moving moments come to life. 

DELL'OMO: Not only will this serve as an introduction to opera, 
it is also an overview of all the types within the genre. Opera 
has changed dramatically over 500 years, and there is a 
significant difference between early operas by Handel and 
more modern music of Bernstein. We will cover the entire 

MARCH

March of the Month
"Globe and Eagle"
John Philip Sousa*

Director's Choice
Jubel Overture, J. 245
Carl Maria von Weber/ 
trans. Patterson*

APRIL

March of the Month
"The Bride Elect"
John Philip Sousa*

New Music Corner
Celebration (2007)
David Chaitkin

*Member, U.S. Marine Band

FEATURED DOWNLOADS

For downloads, scan the code or visit 
www.marineband.usmc.mil/audio_resources.

IN MEMORIAM: DAVID CHAITKIN

Composer David Chaitkin passed away Dec. 15, 2011, at the age of 
73. A good friend of “The President’s Own,” Chaitkin dedicated his 
Marine Band-commissioned piece Celebration to the members of 
the Marine Band. During his career, Chaitkin received numerous 
fellowships as well as an Academy Award in Music from the 
Academy of Arts and Letters. His works have been performed by 
the BBC Philharmonic, the Tanglewood Music Center Orchestra, the 
DaCapo Chamber Players, and the St. Luke’s Chamber Ensemble.

2 NOTES	•	March | April 2012
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 The Marine Band’s Gala Concert with guest conductor 
Gerard Schwarz will take place at 7:30 p.m., Monday, 
March 12 at The Music Center at Strathmore in North 
Bethesda, Md. The concert is free, but tickets are 
required and are limited to two per request. 

Patrons may pick up tickets at the Strathmore Ticket 
Office or mail a self-addressed stamped envelope to: 

The Music Center at Strathmore
Attn: Marine Band Concert
5301 Tuckerman Lane
North Bethesda, MD 20852

Cornell University, suggested it. 
A commission for Cornell is still forthcoming but he 

found in his research that “most band music is very clearly 
etched, full of energy, changing meters, and technically 
difficult; it isn’t very soulful,” he said. “It’s difficult to get 
soulful with winds. That challenge intrigued me so I’m 
looking to create something more expressive and less 
technically demanding.”

“I’m really excited about this. I have a clear vision of the 
piece,” he said. “Just this morning I was working on a tricky 
thing for the bass clarinet. This is fun for me!”

As his time as music director of the Seattle Symphony 
drew to a close last June, the state of Washington gave 
Schwarz the honorary title of “General” for his extraordinary 
contributions as an artist and citizen.

In deciding how he’d like to be addressed at rehearsal if 
given the choice of “Maestro” or “General,” he laughed and 
said, “Everyone can call me Jerry.”

The Marine Band performing at The Music Center at Strathmore on 
March 15, 2010. The band returns to the venue this year on March 12 
for a special gala concert conducted by Maestro Gerard Schwarz.

the New York Philharmonic, he is not as familiar with 
contemporary band literature as he is with the classic pillars 
of the orchestral repertoire. 

“As a wind player, I’ve always loved band music,” he said. 
“Bands inspire me because they play almost exclusively 
modern compositions by American composers. If you attend 
any band concert you’ll find that nearly every piece on the 
program is by a 20th or 21st century American.”

In crafting his program for the March 12 concert, Schwarz 
sought to include works by some of the greatest American 
composers of the 20th century. Assistant Director Maj. 
Jason K. Fettig provided him with a multitude of scores and 
recordings which Schwarz studied closely.

“Jason was incredibly helpful in providing guidance with 
regard to the endurance and abilities of the musicians,” he 
said. “String players can go on forever, but wind players can 
only last so long.”

Maj. Fettig said, “The program he chose is a collection of 
substantial and exciting works that certainly stand on their 
own, but are uniquely illuminated in this particular concert 
because of their special meaning to the Maestro.”

The concert will begin with Paul Creston’s Celebration 
Overture. Creston was Schwarz’s most influential 
composition teacher and according to Schwarz, was 
enamored with the Marine Band. Other highlights include 
Samuel Barber’s Medea’s Dance of Vengeance, a work 
from the orchestral repertoire that Maestro Schwarz has 
conducted many times throughout his career, and Bernard 
Rands’ thrilling Ceremonial, included in recognition of the 
conductor’s close relationship with the composer. Schwarz 
wanted to include some traditional selections such as Percy 
Grainger’s Lincolnshire Posy and Aaron Copland’s Emblems, 
and the program also features mezzo-soprano Staff Sgt. Sara 
Dell’Omo performing Gustav Mahler’s “Um Mitternacht” 
from Rückert-Lieder. 

The highlight, though, will be the world première of 
Schwarz’s new composition titled Above and Beyond. He 
has dedicated more time to composing only in the past five 
years and has written a number of pieces for orchestra and 
chamber ensembles. He didn’t consider writing for winds 
until Cynthia Johnson Turner, director of wind ensembles at 

“The Marine Band’s repertoire and performance, both 
live and recorded, is phenomenal. The band has the 
highest level of professional wind ensemble playing 
in the world.”

GERARD SCHWARZ

STRATHMORE continued from page 1
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MARINE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

2 pm | Sunday, March 4

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Arts Center, NOVA, Alexandria, VA

Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

PLAYING AGAINST TYPE

Gioachino Rossini
Overture to Semiramide

Erich Wolfgang Korngold
Concerto in D, Opus 35 (1937, rev. 1945)

SSgt Karen Johnson, violin soloist

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Symphony No. 39 in E-flat, K. 543

MARINE BAND

7:30 pm | Monday, March 12

The Music Center at Strathmore 
North Bethesda, MD

Gerard Schwarz, guest conductor

A GALA CONCERT

Paul Creston
Celebration Overture, Opus 61

Aaron Copland
Emblems

Gerard Schwarz
Above and Beyond

Percy Grainger/ed. Fennell
Lincolnshire Posy

Bernard Rands
Ceremonial (1993)

Gustav Mahler
“Um Mitternacht” from Rückert-Lieder

SSgt Sara Dell’Omo, mezzo-soprano

Samuel Barber/trans. Hudson
Medea’s Dance of Vengeance, Opus 23a

MARINE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

2 pm | Sunday, March 18

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Arts Center, NOVA, Alexandria, VA

Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

IN NATURE’S REALM

Antonín Dvorák
In Nature’s Realm Overture, Opus 91

John Williams
Five Sacred Trees

Ludwig van Beethoven
Symphony No. 6 in F, Opus 68, Pastoral

MARINE BAND

2 pm | Sunday, March 25

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Arts Center, NOVA, Alexandria, VA

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

CASTLES IN THE AIR

John Philip Sousa*
March, “Magna Charta”

William Schuman
George Washington Bridge

Peter Graham
Harrison’s Dream (2000)

Charles Ives/trans. Elkus
Symphony No. 2

Robert Russell Bennett/ed. Higgins
Suite of Old American Dances

MARINE BRASS & PERCUSSION 
ENSEMBLES

2 pm | Sunday, April 1

John Philip Sousa Band Hall 
Marine Barracks Annex 
Washington, DC

Dmitri Shostakovich/arr. Lawrence
Festive Overture, Opus 96*Member, U.S. Marine Band

David T. Little
“Speak Softly” (2004)

Tomaso Albinoni/arr. Hickman
Sonata, Saint Mark

James M. Stephenson
Landscapes (2000)

John Cage
Third Construction (1941)

André Jolivet
Selections from Heptade (1971)

Goff Richards
Homage to the Noble Grape (1995)

MARINE BAND

7:30 pm | Thursday, April 5

Bowie Center for the Performing Arts 
Bowie, MD

Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting

MAKING A SCENE

Bruce Broughton/trans. Bass
Silverado Overture

Alexander Manevich/trans. Knox*
Clarinet Concerto

MSgt Frederick Vare, soloist

Richard Wagner/trans. Bowlin*
Siegfried’s Funeral March from Götterdämmerung

Richard Wagner/trans. Bourgeois*
Finale from Götterdämmerung

Russell Peck
Cave

arranged by Stephen Bulla*
Mario Lanza Tribute

GySgt Kevin Bennear, baritone

Ottorino Respighi/trans. Duker
The Pines of Rome

Marine Brass and percussion ensembles will  
perform at John Philip Sousa Band Hall on April 1.

Featured Programs

www.marineband.usmc.milNOTES	•	March | April 20124
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MARINE CHAMBER ENSEMBLES

2 pm | Sunday, April 15

John Philip Sousa Band Hall 
Marine Barracks Annex 
Washington, DC

Georg Philipp Telemann/ed. Reipsch
Trio Sonata in E minor, TWV 42:e2

Carlos Chávez
Soli I (1933)

John Leszczynski
Almost Out of the Sky (2011)

Enrique Crespo
Etüde für tiefe Blechbläser im Stile Bruckners 
(1979)

Jean Françaix/trans. Grant*
Huit danses exotiques (1957)

Sir William Walton/text by Edith Sitwell
Façade, an Entertainment (1922, revised 1942)

MARINE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

2 pm | Sunday, April 22

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Arts Center, NOVA, Alexandria, VA

Major Jason K. Fettig, conducting 
Featuring baritone GySgt Kevin Bennear and 
mezzo-soprano SSgt Sara Dell’Omo

YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONCERT:  
OPERATION OPERA

Leonard Bernstein
“Tonight” from West Side Story

Gaetano Donizetti
Duet, “Quanto Amore” from The Elixir of Love

Sir William Gilbert and Sir Arthur Sullivan
“Modern Major General” from The Pirates of 
Penzance

George Frideric Handel
“Ombra mai fu” from Serse (Xerxes)

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Duet, “Per queste tue manine” from Don Giovanni

Giacomo Puccini
“O mio babbino caro” from Gianni Schicchi

Gioachino Rossini
“Largo al Factotum” from The Barber of Seville

Carl Maria von Weber
“Schweig! damit dich Niemand warnt” from Der 
Freischütz

MARINE BAND

2 pm | Sunday, April 29

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Arts Center, NOVA, Alexandria, VA

Colonel Michael J. Colburn, conducting

SEASONS OF CHANGE

Ron Nelson
Aspen Jubilee

Ross Lee Finney
Skating on the Sheyenne

John Mackey
Harvest: Trombone Concerto (2009)

SSgt Samuel Barlow, soloist

Igor Stravinsky/trans. M. Patterson
The Rite of Spring 

span in one afternoon, so this is a great way to 
decide which type of opera is for you—come 
hear excerpts from the entire repertoire, and 
then choose which one you like best!

Q: How are you planning and preparing?

FETTIG: Kevin and Sara are deeply involved in 
this year’s concert. Because they are the stars of 
the show, I wanted them to have a significant 
hand in the creative direction of the program, 
including the music, the dialogue, and the 
theatrical staging that should help bring these 
famous operatic numbers to life.

BENNEAR: We talked with Maj. Fettig about 
repertoire a bit, but he is very well-versed in 
opera and did quite a lot of research himself. 
Sara and I will perform excerpts of arias and 
duets in the first half to illustrate the power of 
opera to express emotions such as joy, sadness, 
and anger. In the second half we will be using 
the music from the first half to express the 
same emotions; however, this time they will be 
used in a story which kids can easily relate to 
as we will involve the audience directly in the 
creative process.

DELL'OMO: We sat down with Maj. Fettig, 
together with our staff arranger Staff Sgt. 
Ryan Nowlin, and brainstormed some ideas 
of what to include in this program; not only 
from an educational standpoint, but from an 
entertainment aspect as well. By the end of the 
first half, if you decide you still don’t like opera, 
come back after intermission and help us write 
a new one!

 All concerts are free and open to the public. 
Schedule is subject to change. For complete 
programs and program notes,  please visit 
www.marineband.usmc.mil or call the 
Concert Information Line at (202) 433-4011.

www.marineband.usmc.mil 5
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BAND MEMBER NEWS

Q: What is it you want kids and families to walk away with?  

FETTIG: Every time we perform these Young People’s Concerts, 
many of the adults and parents in attendance tell me that 
they enjoyed the performance as much as the kids, and 
oftentimes also learned something new. So this year, the 
program is specifically designed to be entertaining and 
educational for the entire family.

BENNEAR: I think it will make an incredibly positive impact on 
the kids and even the adults attending. It’s going to be great 
fun!

DELL'OMO: Hopefully, this concert will make opera more 
accessible while planting a small seed of interest that can be 
cultivated into a lifelong appreciation for the art form.

Operation Opera will take place at 2 p.m., Sunday, April 22. 
Please see page 5 for complete program information. 

FAVORITE SAYING OR MOTTO
Everything is simple, but nothing is easy

PET PEEVE
People who are rude or apathetic

WALTER MITTY FANTASY
To be a network news anchor

FAVORITE MOVIE
The 1956 version of “The Man Who Knew Too 
Much”

WHO WOULD PLAY YOU IN A MOVIE
Will Ferrell

THREE THINGS ALWAYS FOUND IN YOUR 
REFRIGERATOR
Diet Coke, gourmet ice cream, leftover pizza

MOST INFLUENTIAL TEACHERS
My parents

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE BEFORE THE 
BAND
Tallahassee Symphony in Florida, Columbus 
Symphony in Georgia

BOOKS AT BEDSIDE
“The Power of Positive Thinking” by Norman 
Vincent Peale, “Shadowland” by William Arnold, 
“Life and Death in Shanghai” by Nien Cheng

BUSH LIBRARY ADDS A SPLASH OF SCARLET
By Gunnery Sgt. Kristin Mergen

The primary mission of “The President’s Own” United States 
Marine Band is to provide music for the President of the 
United States upon request. Most requests come directly 
from the White House; however, on Aug. 5, 2011, the band 
received an email from a former White House occupant’s 
Presidential Library. 

Weldon Svoboda, the registrar at the George H. W. Bush 
Presidential Library and Museum in College Station, Texas, 
contacted Marine Band Historian Master Gunnery Sgt. 
Michael Ressler with an unusual request. Svoboda was 
overseeing an expansion of the museum’s White House State 
Dinner exhibit and wanted to complete the scene with a 
Marine Band musician. 

“We recently added a baby grand piano that had been 
in our collection for years,” said curator Susanne Cox. “It’s 

FAVORITE PIECE OF MUSIC
A tie between Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Symphonic 
Dances and George and Ira Gershwin’s “Will You 
Remember Me?”

PLACE YOU’D MOST LIKE TO BE STRANDED
A villa in the south of France

FAVORITE FOODS
Chocolate croissants, strong coffee, my mom’s 
homemade lasagna

HOBBIES
Eating out, working out, watching old movies

BAD HABIT
Sweating the small stuff

LAST WORDS
May I please see a dessert menu?

MGySgt Charles 

Willett

Clarinetist/ 
Tour Coordinator

BIRTHDAY
Dec. 7

HOMETOWN
Alton, IL

EDUCATION
BM in clarinet 
performance and 
theory/composition, 

and MM in clarinet performance, Southern 
Illinois University in Edwardsville; Premier Prix in 
clarinet, Conservatoire d’Orléans in France; DM in 
clarinet performance, Florida State University in 
Tallahassee

JOINED THE BAND
1989

SELF-PORTRAIT
Enthusiastic, detail-oriented, compassionate, 
slightly impatient

MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT IN BAND
Performing for the John Williams tribute at the 
2004 Kennedy Center Honors

STAFF LINES

6 NOTES	•	March | April 2012 www.marineband.usmc.mil

INSPIRATION
People who have made it to the top of their 
profession but continue to work harder than 
everyone else

LUXURY DEFINED
A day without the need for an alarm clock or a watch

BEST-KEPT SECRET
I once sang a featured role in an opera.

OPERA continued from page 5
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always make a point to come over to thank the band,” he 
said. “At my very first presidential event as Drum Major in 
2008, President Bush stopped me in the hallway to say how 
much he appreciated the band and how good it was to  
hear us.”

The expanded State Dinner exhibit at the George H. W. 
Bush Presidential Library and Museum, located at 1000 
George Bush Drive West, College Station, Texas, is now open. 

PROMOTION

To Corporal: Administrative clerk Nathan Jennings of Marshfield, Mo.

RETIREMENT

Percussionist Master Sgt. Steven Searfoss of Broomall, Pa., retired in 
January after 24 years with “The President’s Own.” 

VACANCY

Co-principal Oboe: March 5-6  
For more information, contact Marine Band Operations at (202) 433-5714 or 
marineband.operations@usmc.mil.

always good to update and freshen the permanent 
exhibits to keep return visitors engaged. Weldon’s 
background is in military museums so he knew to 
call the Marine Band.”

Svoboda needed a uniform to fit a mannequin 
that they had made. Ressler first sought guidance 
from Executive Assistant to the Director Maj. 
John R. Barclay, who directed Supply Chief Staff 
Sgt. Zoraida Rodriguez-Keeton to find out if it 
was possible to loan a uniform. Upon approval, 
Ressler worked with Marine Band Drum Major 
Master Gunnery Sgt. William L. Browne to prepare 
a uniform for the exhibit. Svoboda provided 
them with very specific mannequin sizes and 
measurements: 17 inch neck, 38 inch chest, 35 
inch waist, 32 inch inseam, and 33 inch arms. The 
mannequin would need to wear a size 44 coat, 
36x34 trousers, and size 10 or 11 shoes. 

Most Marine Band patrons are familiar with the 
concert uniform, with its red blouse adorned with 
black braiding and trim, white belts and augulets, 
blue trousers or skirts for the women, brass Eagle, 
Globe, and Anchor emblems on the collar, and a 
plethora of brass buttons. The uniform that the 
musicians wear at the White House, and that the 
string players wear in concert, is simply the red 
blouse with one row of brass buttons, the collar 
emblems, black and white trim, and blue trousers 
or skirts. This is known as the “special full dress” 
uniform. Given its association with music played 
inside the White House, that is what Ressler and 
Browne selected for the exhibit.

After Browne took the uniform to the tailor for 
alterations and cleaning, he carefully packed it in 
his carry-on luggage and traveled to College Station 
in December 2011 to ensure that it was installed 
correctly. He arrived to find the mannequin sitting 
at the piano with permanently bent legs that 
presented some technical challenges. 

He assisted curator Susanne Cox in putting the 
mannequin in place on the bench at the piano 
and made last minute adjustments to the fit and 
appearance. One thing he couldn’t adjust, however, 
was the length of the mannequin’s hair.

“I know how hard it is to give a mannequin a 
haircut so I made an exception just this once,” he 
said with a wry smile.

Browne was honored to participate in this 
exhibit for the senior former President Bush. “Every 
time I’ve seen him at an event, he and Mrs. Bush 
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MARINE BAND CONTACT INFORMATION

Marine Band Public Affairs Office
Marine Barracks
8th & I Streets, SE
Washington, DC 20390-5000 

office: (202) 433-5809
concert information: (202) 433-4011
email: marineband.publicaffairs@usmc.mil  
www.marineband.usmc.mil 
Editor: Staff Sergeant Brian Rust

Drum Major Master Gunnery Sgt. Browne adjusts the mannequin’s uniform at the  
George H. W. Bush Presidential Library in College Station, Texas.




