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C O V E R  S T O R Y

The U.S. Mari ne Band’s March and April schedule 
featu res two spec ial hi ghl i ghts from the 2007 Showcase
Series. Viola soloist Miles Hoffman will perform

Morton Gould’s charmi ng and rarely - played
Concerte tte for Viola and Band at 2 p. m . ,
Su nday, March 4, at the Rachel M. Schlesi nger
Concert Hall and Arts Center at Northern
Vi rgi nia Commu nity College’s Alex and ria
campus. Conducted by Mari ne Band Di rector
Lie utenant Colonel Michael J. Colbu rn, the
progr am is entitled An American Miscellany
and also will include Eric Stokes’ The
Continental Harp and Band Report and the
world première of David Chaitki n’s
Celebration.

“I’ve been a fan of the Mari ne Band for
years, althou gh ‘fan’ is probably not strong
enou gh ,” Mr. Hoffman said. “It’s just a
tremendous ensemble — great music ianship
and eye - poppi ng vi rtuosity. I was very 
flattered, and taken comple tely by su rprise,
when I [heard] from Mike Colbu rn … aski ng
me if I’d be interested in playi ng the Gould
Concerte tte with the band. I’d never heard of
the Gould, and I’d certai nly never played a
concerto with band before, but I was, and
remain, thrilled at the prospect. And the
Gould is an interesti ng piece; lots of fun, and
very flashy.”

Mr. Hoffman has appeared as a soloist
with many orchestr as arou nd the cou ntry,
performi ng a broad re pertoi re that ranges
from baroque to contempor ary compositions .
He also is fou nder and artistic director of the
American Chamber Players, with whom he
regularly tou rs throu ghout North America .
He has been a featu red lectu rer for orchestr as ,
u niversities, chamber music series, and 
festiv als .

He has had works written for him by composers Bruce
Saylor, Max Rai mi, Roger Ames, and Seymour Bar ab, among
others. In 1982 he fou nded the Libr ary of Congress Su mmer
Chamber Festiv al, which he directed for ni ne years, and which
led to the formation of the American Chamber Players .

While Mr. Hoffman is a nationally renowned viol ist, many
patrons also may recogni ze his voice as National Publ ic Rad io’s
( N PR) music commentator for Morning Edition and All Things

Considered. His musical commentary, “Comi ng
to Terms ,” was heard weekly throu ghout the
United States for 13 years on NPR’s
Performance Today. In add ition, Mr. Hoffman
is the author of The NPR Classical Music
Companion: Terms and Concepts from A to Z ,
now in its ei ghth pri nti ng.

The concert is free and tickets are not
required. The Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts
Center is located at 3001 North Beauregard Street
in Alexandria, Va. Parking is available in the
adjacent garage for a $5 fee.

The Showcase Series continues in April
with a gala concert at 8 p.m., Monday, April 23,
at The Music Center at Strathmore featuring
special guest conductor and composer José
Serebrier. The program will feature the world
première of Mr. Serebrier’s “Night Cry,” in 
addition to his arrangement of Georges Bizet’s
Carmen Symphony and his transcription of
Silvestre Revueltas’ Mexican Dance.

“At the ti me I composed [“Ni ght Cry”] I
w as particularly interested in ‘su rrou nd’
music — that is sou nds comi ng from different
d i rections, not just from one place on the
stage, directly in front of the aud ience,” Mr.
Serebrier said. “There is no progr am to ex plai n
‘Ni ght Cry,’ as it is best for the listeners to draw
their own mental pictu re. One of the 
marvelous effects of music is to be able to 
c reate images in the listener’s mi nd, and 
emotions that do not requ i re ex planation .”

Hailed by legendary conductor Leopold
Stokowski as “the greatest master of orchestr al
balance,” Mr. Serebrier is one of the most

recorded classical artists today, with 22 GRAMMY 
nomi nations to his cred it. Born in Uru guay in 1938, he went
on to receive a State De partment Fellowship in 1957 to study 
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Miles Hoffman and José Serebrier

Miles Hoffman, violist

José Serebrier, composer and
conductor 
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White House
Highlights

Recent appearances by “The President’s
Own” at the White House include:

■ National Medal of Arts and 
Hu manities Presentation

■ Ve ter ans’ Day Breakfast
■ Rece ption for newly - elected members 

of Congress
■ Press Preview of Christmas 

Decorations  
■ Christmas Decorators’ Reception 
■ Kennedy Center Honors Reception 
■ Congressional Ball
■ Dinner for United Nations Secretary-

General Kofi Annan 
■ Senior Staff Dinner
■ Presidential Medal of Freedom
■ Hanukkah Reception
■ Residence Staff Reception 
■ Christmas Eve Service at Camp David
■ Reception with Congressional 

Leadership

Aclarinet trio from “The President’s
Own” is preparing for its first 

educational outreach to the Midwest as part
of the Marine Band’s committment to 
professional musical development. Master
Sergeants Jihoon Chang, Jay Niepoetter,
and Randall Riffle will travel to four 
universities in five days to perform for and
coach clarinet students and music majors. 

The three clarinet players have played
together as a trio for nearly 13 years, and
have known each other since high school. 

“This is a wonderful chance to play in
front of our former teachers and their 
students,” said Master Sgt. Niepoetter. “We
can let the students know we were once in their shoes.” 

The group’s first stop, Monday, April 2, will be at Northern Illinois University,
where they will perform a recital at 6:30 p.m. At 11 a.m., Tuesday, April 3, they will
offer a master class at the University of Illinois. The three will travel to Carbondale, Ill.,
where at 4 p.m., Wednesday, April 4, they will perform at Southern Illinois University
(SIU). At 10 a.m., Thursday, April 5, the trio will offer a master class at SIU, and that
evening at 8:30 p.m., they will perform for Indiana University’s clarinet studio in
Bloomington. All appearances are free of charge and open to the public.

Program highlights for the trio’s performances and master classes include 
selections by Ludwig van Beethoven, Paquito D’Rivera, John Harbison, and Marcel

Clarinet Trio Heads to Midwest for Educational Outreach
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Clarinet trio from left to right: Master
Sergeants Jay Niepoetter, Randall
Riffle, and Jihoon Chang

Aug. 9, 1974-Vice President
Gerald R. Ford takes the executive
oath of office in the East Room of
the White House and becomes the
38th President of The United States
of America. The Marine Chamber
Orchestra performed at the
swearing-in ceremony.

Jan. 18, 1977-Coming home from an end of
administration dinner, President and Mrs.
Ford encounter the Marine Band in the
Grand Entrance Hall. President Ford had
arranged a surprise party for the First Lady,
and the White House staff and their wives
emerged from behind the darkened columns
and all danced as the band played “Thanks
for the Memories.” 

Remembering President Gerald R. Ford, 38th President of the U.S. from 1974-1977

July 7, 1976-President
Ford dances with
Queen Elizabeth II to
the music of the Marine
Jazz Combo in the State
Dining Room on the
occasion of the Queen’s
State Visit in honor of
the U.S. Bicentennial.

Jan. 2, 2007-Lt. Col.
Michael J. Colburn
conducts the Marine
Chamber Orchestra at
the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C., as
part of the State Funeral
for former President
Gerald R. Ford.
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Marine Band
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Sunday, March 4 at 2 p.m.

Lieutenant Colonel Michael J. Colburn,
conducting

AN AMERICAN MISCELLANY

Charles Ives-William Schuman/
trans. Rhoads
Variations on “America”

David Chaitkin
Celebration (World Première)

Morton Gould
Concertette for Viola and Band

Miles Hoffman, guest soloist

Eric Stokes
The Continental Harp and Band Report

Marine Chamber Orchestra
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Sunday, March 11 at 2 p.m.

Captain Jason K. Fettig, conducting

Zoltán Kodály
Summer Evening

John Beall
Double Concerto for Violin and
Contrabass (2004-5) (World Première)

MGySgt Peter Wilson, violin
MSgt Aaron Clay, double bass

Jean Sibelius
Symphony No. 3 in C, Opus 52 (1907)

Marine Chamber Ensembles
John Philip Sousa Band Hall
Sunday, March 18 at 2 p.m.

Jacques Ibert
Capriccio (1938)

Christopher McFarlane*
Cumulative Score

György Ligeti
Six Bagatelles for Wind Quintet (1953)

Johannes Brahms
Clarinet Quintet in B minor, Opus 115

Marine Band 
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Sunday, March 25 at 2 p.m.

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

A TRIBUTE TO DIAGHILEV

Alexander Borodin/trans. Hindsley
Polovetsian Dances from Prince Igor

Claude Debussy/trans. Cohen
Première Rhapsodie

SSgt William Bernier, clarinet soloist

Igor Stravinsky/trans. Earles/ed. Fennell
Suite, The Firebird (1919)

Kenneth Hesketh
Diaghilev Dances (2002)

Richard Strauss/trans. Smith
Two Strauss Songs

SSgt Sara Dell’Omo, mezzo-soprano

Marine Chamber Ensembles
John Philip Sousa Band Hall
Sunday, April 1 at 2 p.m.

Jeffrey Reynolds
“Skirmish and Dance” (1990)

Eric Ewazen
Roaring Fork Quintet for Wind
Instruments (1994)

Camille Saint-Saëns
Fantaisie in A, Opus 124 (1907)

Vagn Holmboe
Brass Quintet No. 1 (1961-62)

Felix Mendelssohn
Concertpiece No. 2 in D mi nor, Opus 114

Paul Hindemith
Septet (1948)

Marine Band
Maryland Hall 
for the Creative Arts
Annapolis, Md.
Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Captain Jason K. Fettig, conducting

STRIKE UP THE BAND: 
MUSIC FROM THE THEATER

Joel Puckett
Ping, Pang, Pong (2004)

Victor Babin/arr. Nygren
Hillandale Waltzes (composed on a
theme by Johann Nepomuk Hummel)

MSgt Elizabeth Matera, clarinet soloist

Leonard Bernstein/adapt. Grundman
Candide Suite

Oliver C. Zinsmeister/arr. Bulla*
March, “The President’s Own”

Kurt Weill
Lit tle Threepenny Music for Wi nd Ensemble

Please join us for Pre-Concert
Ensembles and Post-Concert Chats
at most band and orchestra
performances. All concerts are free
and no tickets are required, except
for Monday, April 23.

* Member, U.S. Marine Band

SSgt Michael Metzger performs during
a Marine Band concert April 13, 2006
at the Maryland Theatre in
Hagerstown, Md.



P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

Meredith Willson/arr. Bulla*
The Music Man

SSgt Sara Dell’Omo, mezzo-soprano
GySgt Kevin Bennear, baritone

Marine Chamber Orchestra
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Sunday, April 15 at 2 p.m.

Lieutenant Colonel Michael J. Colburn,
conducting

LOVE IS IN THE AIR

Richard Wagner
Siegfried Idyll

Aulis Sallinen
The Nocturnal Dances of Don
Juanquixotte (1986)

SSgt Charlie Powers, cello soloist

Manuel de Falla
El Amor Brujo (1915, 1925)

SSgt Sara Dell’Omo, mezzo-soprano

Marine Band
The Music Center at Strathmore
Monday, April 23 at 8 p.m.

Special guest José Serebrier, conducting

Silvestre Revueltas/arr. Kleiber/
trans. Serebrier
Mexican Dance

José Serebrier
“Night Cry” (World Première)

Heitor Villa-Lobos
Concerto Grosso for Woodwind Quartet
and Wind Orchestra

Alberto Ginastera/trans. Patterson*
Dances from Estancia

composition at the Cu rtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia
with Vittorio Gianni ni and at the Tanglewood Music Center
in Lenox, Mass., with Aaron Copland. He was Mr. Stokowski’s
assoc iate conductor with the American Symphony Orchestr a
in New York from 1960-64. After wi nni ng the Ford
Fou ndation’s American Conductors Compe tition in 1968
( toge ther with James Levi ne) Mr. Serebrier acce pted George
S zell’s invitation to become the Cleveland Orchestr a’s 
composer- i n - residence.

He has gone on to compose more than 100 works to 
c ritical acclaim, and his Carmen Symphony record i ng with
Spai n’s Barcelona Symphony Orchestra won a Latin 
G RAMMY for Best Classical Album of 2004. As conductor,
he has tou red internationally with the Pitt s bu rgh Symphony,
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, and the Ju ill iard Orchestr a ,
and has recorded with the London Symphony Orchestr a ,
Roy al Scottish National Orchestra, and the Oslo
Philharmonic.

This concert is free however, tickets are required and 
limited to 2 per request. Please call Strathmore’s box of fice at
(301) 581-5100. The Music Center at Strathmore is located at
5301 Tuckerman Lane in North Bethesda, Md. Free parking is
available in the Metro garage ac ross the street, or patrons may
take Metro’s red line to the Grosvenor- Strathmore station .

GUESTS continued from page 1
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Georges Bizet/arr. Serebrier/
trans. Patterson*
Carmen Symphony

Marine Chamber Orchestra
NVCC Alexandria Campus
Sunday, April 29 at 2 p.m.

Captain Michelle A. Rakers, conducting

Franz Joseph Haydn
Symphony No. 87 in A

Georg Philipp Telemann
Trumpet Concerto in D

GySgt Matthew Harding, soloist

Francis Poulenc
Sinfonietta, S. 141 (1947-48)

Schedule subject to change. For 24-
hour concert information, call (202)
433-4011 or visit
www.marineband.usmc.mil.

Mihalovici. The program also will feature One Liners, composed
by SIU Professor, Dr. Eric Mandat, Niepoetter’s former clarinet
teacher.

“Part of the reason this is so exciting,” said Master Sgt.
Chang, “is that we’re taking the music we love so much and
bringing it to the students, hoping to have an impact on them.”

To learn more about the members of the Marine Band and
upcoming concerts, visit www.marineband.usmc.mil.

CLARINET continued from page 2

Featured Downloads

March of the Month
John Philip Sousa*
“Golden Jubilee”

New Music Corner
Melinda Wagner/
trans. Patterson*
“57/7 Dash”

March of the Month
Karl L. King
“Barnum and Bailey’s 
Favorite”

Director’s Choice
Percy Grainger/
ed. Patterson*
Danish Fok-Music Suite

March April
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Vacancy
“The President’s Own” announces
audition dates for the following:

Saxophone: May 21-22

For information contact:
Operations Officer
U.S. Marine Band
Marine Barracks

8th and I Streets, SE
Washington, DC 20390-5000

(202) 433-5714
USMBOPS@mbw.usmc.mil

Audition repertoire may be found
at www.marineband.usmc.mil.

The Marine Band is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Promotions
To Master Gunnery Sergeant:
Karl Jackson of Buena Vista, Colo.
To Master Sergeant:
Thomas Holtz of Geneseo, Ill., and 
Christian Ferrari of Rome, N.Y. 
To Gunnery Sergeant: 
Christopher Smith of Muskegon,
Mich., Darren Bange of
Reisterstown, Md., and Eric Sabo 
of Phoenix 
To Corporal: 
Davis Dolezal of Marietta, Ga.
To Lance Corporal: 
Keyth Lloyd of Selma, Ore.

Percussionist Master Sergeant
Donald Spinelli of Pittsburgh
retired in December after 20 years
with “The President’s Own.”

Trumpeter/cornetist Master
Gunnery Sergeant Steven Matera
retired in January after 23 years in
the Marine Corps. Prior to joining
“The President’s Own,” Master
Gunnery Sgt. Matera was a member
of the Marine Corps Band in
Quantico, Va., from 1984-1985. 

Retirements
Flutist Staff Sergeant Heather Zenobia of Louisville,
Ky., earned a bachelor’s degree from the Cleveland Institute of Music
in Ohio in 2001 and a master’s degree in 2006 from the New
England Conservatory in Boston. Prior to joining “The President’s
Own,” Staff Sgt. Zenobia was co-principal flute with the Hingham
Symphony in Massachusetts, and was a member of the National
Repertory Orchestra in Breckinridge, Colo. She also was a fellow at
the Tanglewood Music Center in Lenox, Mass., and attended the
National Orchestral Institute in College Park, Md.

New Members

Librarian Staff Sergeant Jamie Schwendinger of
Freeport, Ill., earned a bachelor’s degree in flute performance from
Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington in 1999 and a master’s
degree in flute performance in 2002 from Illinois State University
(ISU) in Normal. Prior to joining “The President’s Own,” Staff Sgt.
Schwendinger was a graduate assistant in flute at ISU, taught flute
privately in Bloomington, and worked as a freelance musician and
featured soloist in the Cantilena Duo, also in Bloomington.   

Birthday: September 15, 1946 
Hometown: Ridgewood, N.J.
Children: Jessica, David
Education: BM, MM, and DMA from The University
of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music in Ohio
Joined the band: September 1983
Self-portrait: Determined, loyal
Favorite saying or motto: Boohoo! Do it anyway!
Greatest accomplishment: My children
Pet peeve: Slow drivers
Bad habits: Staying up too late
Walter Mitty fantasy: To own a time machine so I

could visit any person, place, or time in history
Most memorable moments in band: Performing solo violin in the foyer of the White
House after the 50th anniversary of NATO, and in the White House private quarters
Who would play you in a movie: Samwise Gamgee in the Lord of the Rings trilogy
Hobbies: Making a beautiful home, reading, museum excursions, movies
Three things always found in your refrigerator: Soy milk, cheese, hot/sweet mustard
Most influential teacher: Dorothy DeLay. I studied with her in New York City while I
was in the U.S. Air Force from 1979-83, and finished my DMA under her. 
Professional experience before the band: Assistant professor of violin at the University of
Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls; stri ng spec ial ist for Fai rfax Cou nty Publ ic Schools in Vi rgi nia
Luxury defined: Being able to take extended vacations to various parts of the world
Books at bedside: Many books by Deepak Chopra, books about history and spirituality 
Favorite piece of music: Felix Mendelssohn’s Italian Symphony
Last words: I have loved my children with all my heart!

S T A F F  L I N E S

MGySgt Michael Faulkner
Vi o l i n


